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the field is suddenly flooded with an  unprecedented
variety of receptacles.
This is the period of the Second City of Troy also,
later famous for its war with the Greek tribes of the
Indo-European race. Incidents of the same stage of
culture as of the Third Early Minoan age turn up in
Troy of Asia Minor. There also articles of precious
metals have been found in a considerable quantity. Gold
pins and chains and gold and silver vases, unearthed
there, have justified the name of "Priam's Treasure"
given to the Trojan hoards by archaeologists. In
the field of pottery the Trojans,, without doubt, retained
their black style and the pattern of the "owl-headed "
vases.
Likewise the islands between Troy and Crete have
afforded specimens of the same civilization and pottery
and artistic pieces of the Cretan type. There too
tombs of like type have been discovered. Idols in
human form are as common in the Cretan graves as in the
tombs of these islands resembling those of the pre-
dynastic Egyptian graves.
Characteristic of the last Early Minoan period is
the marked progress in carving stone. Stone flowers
and sea-urchins are the usual motifs. Steatite and
white marble are the usual material from which these
pieces are fashioned. Spiral decoration very generally
appears on them. On gold of Troy and the stone pieces
of the islands it seems to precede the like design on
pottery. This had its origin in the Babylonian metal-
working which was copied by the Trojan goldsmiths.
The same figured later on stone work and pottery,
Egypt also adopted the same pattern in course of time.
The mastery in designing and finishing exquisite
pieces of pottery was the result of two inventions of
far-reaching importance in the history of art. These
were the baking-furnace and the potter's wheel. They